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by Too Dread
KTHX Reggae Shack Host, 

Reno/Lake Tahoe, NV
Although dreadlocks did not originate in Jamaica 

with the advent of Rastafarianism and are are actually 
a part of a number of different spiritual and cultural 
traditions, nothing says reggae and Rastafarian culture 
like the unique look of dreadlocks crowning a human 
head, especially if properly accented with some red 
gold and green... Be it an admirable mane of dreads 
flowing from the head of a spiritually, mentally and physically 
healthy Rasta bredren or sistren, or a few scraggly dreads from 
an American “Rasta admirer” with male pattern baldness who just 
wants to fly his flag of “steppin’ out of Babyon,” the dreadlock 
is an unmistakable social symbol inna dese here serious times. 
Right now, explore your knowledge of the dreads, and discover 
a few informative tidbits you can share the next time someone 
queries you about your locks…

Too Dread got the reggae radio ball rolling in Reno with KUNR’s Kingston 
Jam back in the ‘80s and ‘90s, during which time he made several visits to 
Jamaica where he drank in the cultural and musical vibes of the island. These 
days he hosts The Reggae Shack on KTHX 100.1 FM on Sunday nights in 
Reno and gigs locally on keys and vocals with Jahzilla. Reggae Shack streams 
live Sundays 8 to 10 pm pacific time @ www.myradiox.com, Facebook: Reno 
Jahzilla, zenboy27@hotmail.com

ACROSS
3. In the book of Numbers, chapter 6 verse 5, part of the vow of 
the _____________ is described, by which no razor shall come 
upon the head, and the locks of the head shall be allowed to 
grow. Thus does one separate oneself unto the Lord.
5. For many, wearing dreads represents their nonidentification
with __________.
8. Lee Perry sang, “Dreadlocks in __________, baldhead at 
sunrise.”
10. The lion association with dreadlocks can be traced not only 
to the mane-like look of a head of dreads, but also to the Book of 
___________ reference to the “lion of the tribe of Judah.”
12. The late great Joseph Hill of Culture sang, “I’m not ________ 
to shake up my knots.”
14. Someone who wears dreads but is up to unrighteous pursuits 
is often said to be not a Rasta but a __________.
17. _____________ lamented that “Dreadlocks can’t live in a 
tenement yard.”
18. Dreadlocks acquired through completely natural and non-
artificial means are often described as ________.

19. Many Jamaicans I have spoken to identify themselves as 
__________ despite the fact that they don’t wear dreadlocks.
20. Someone without dreadlocks is often referred to in Rasta 
culture as a ________, but it doesn’t mean that person has no 
hair at all.

DOWN
1. Peter Tosh’s mother Elvira Coke once remarked that when 
she asked her son why he was growing dreadlocks as a young 
man, he responded that he didn’t want to _____________ (two 
words).
2. Egyptian _______________have been discovered sporting 
dreadlocks.
4. Reggae vocalist Charlie Chaplin once sang that “Rasta is not a 
bag of locks,” meaning that one is not automatically __________ 
just by virtue of having dreads.
6. One Rasta term for allowing dreadlocks to form on one’s head 
is to “________” up.
7. Although he is the icon of the Rastafarian faith, ________did 
not have dreadlocks.
9. Some say the _________ warriors of Kenya, who fought to 
overthrow the British colonizers there in the 1950’s and who 
would hide for months at a time in the Kenyan forests, where 
their hair would dread, inspired Jamaican Rastas to start wearing 
dreadlocks.
11. Dreadlocked Rastas have often been spoken of in reggae 
lyrics as ones who avoid the __________ shop.
13. Serious times or serious intentions are often referred to as 
__________ times in Rasta culture.
15. Dreadlocks can be cleaned just as you would clean a 
__________, by soaking them and squeezing the water through.
16. Most agree that dreadlocks originated in eastern __________
most likely among the Massai tribe, who still tint their dreads with 
red soil.   
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Family Ties 
Answers
Puzzle on pages 42
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ACROSS
 3. NAzARITE
 5. BAByLON
 8. MOONLIGHT
 10. REvELATION
 12. ASHAMED
 14. RASCAL
 17. JACOB MILLER

RAS WORD Puzzle AnSWeRS
Puzzle on Page 80

 4. RIGHTEOuS
 6. LOCK
 7. HAILE SELASSIE
 9. MAu MAu
 11. BARBER
 13. DREAD
 15. SPONGE
 16. AFRICA

 18. NATTy
 19. RASTAFARIAN
 20. BALDHEAD

DOWN
 1. CATCH COLD
 2. MuMMIES


