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by Shelah Moody 
What’s in a stage name? A stage name is an identity that artists, 

musicians, radio and television personalities use as a brand to 
market themselves and generate interest and excitement. Some of 
the most interesting and creative stage names can be found in the 
world of reggae. 

When Marion Hall performed tracks from her upcoming release at 
last year’s Air Jamaica Jazz and Blues Festival, a lot of people did not 
know who she was. People kept asking, “Marion Hall – who’s that?” 
After several songs, some people said, “Take a good look.”

“A lot of people didn’t recognize me by my real name; they didn’t 
know it was me until I said, ‘Ok, I’m gonna give you a touch of LADY 
SAW, and I threw down ‘Sycamore Tree,’” said the Grammy-winning 
DJ/singer. “I blew their minds.” 

Lady Saw took her stage 
name from veteran artist Tenor 
Saw, because people told her she 
sounded like him. As a youth, she 
would often watch him perform in 
the dancehall from the zinc fence, 
because she could not afford to 
go inside. Nowadays people call 
her Muma Saw or Muma, because 
many see her as the queen of all 
female dancehall artists. Lady Saw 
considers Marion Hall (the title 
of her upcoming album) her alter 
ego. She joked that even her man 
does not call her Marion unless he 
is upset with her. 

The Cinderella story is often 
used as a metaphor for someone 
who has ascended from humble 
beginnings to prosperity. Upon 
first hearing Errol Dunkley’s song 
“Black Cinderella,” veteran DJ Sister Carol East said “that’s me!” and 
adopted it as one of her stage names. Black Cinderella is also the 
name of Sister Carol’s record label and clothing line. 

Because he often wrapped shirts around his head in the style of 
an Egyptian pharaoh, Windel Beneto Edwards earned the nickname 
Gyptian, which later became his stage name. According to his label, 
VP Records, the dancehall superstar was raised in the rural King 
Weston district in the parish of St. Andrew by his Christian mother 

Reggae
Stage

NameS

36    Reggae Festival guide 2011

Sister Carol by Dolwain Green

Rocky Dawuni by Rachel Samuel



Reggae Festival guide 2011    37

and his Rastafarian father. 
Young Windel sang at his 
mother’s Sunday morning 
church services and at the 
Saturday night dances 
promoted by his father who 
owned the Sugar Stone 
Sound System.

Last year Gyptian   
gained validation from 
the African American 
community when he 
received the prestigious 
2010 Soul Train Award 
for Best Reggae Artist, 
and recorded and toured 
with R&B superstar Mary 
J. Blige. Just as DJ Moses 
Davis (aka Beenie Man) 
was dubbed “The Girls Dem 
Suga,” Gyptian earned a 

new stage moniker, “The Sexy Rasta,” because of his romantic 
vocals and his massive appeal to women. His “Beautiful Lady” 
video, shot by famed Jamaican cinematographer, Ras Kassa, 
helped promote his heartthrob image. Gyptian is also known 
for a little trick he does with his tongue. OK, for those of you 
with dirty minds, Gyptian creates an erotic vocal riff similar to 
a feline purr, which can be heard on many of his tracks. 

“The title Sexy Rasta is more for the ladies,” said Gyptian 
during an interview in the 2010 Monterey Bay Reggae Festival 
Press Tent. “Since they are feeling it, I am endorsing it. It’s just 
one dose of sexiness.” 

At press time, the wildly popular singjay I-Octane had the 
number one song, “Nuh Love Inna Dem” on Richie B’s Roots 
Reggae Airplay Charts (Hot Mix on Hot 102 FM in Jamaica, 
and also on the 1xtra 
Dancehall Charts, Britain). 

Hailing from Sandy Bay, 
Clarendon, Jamaica, Byiome 
Muir began performing under 
the stage name Richie Rich. 
According to his bio, Muir 
wanted to change his name 
to something marketable that 
suited his high-energy stage 
persona. Since high octane 
gas is known for its energy 
and performance, Muir 
substituted the word “high” 
with “I,” hence: I-Octane. 

Tilman Otto, a reggae/
dancehall artist who hails 
from Cologne, Germany, 
earned his stage name, 
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Gentleman, in Jamaica 
because of his chivalry. For 
example, he was the man 
who would always open 
doors for women. The son 
of a pastor, Gentleman, 
who is known for his string 
of dancehall hits including 
“Superior,” believes that 
kindness goes a long way. 
In creating his moniker, he 
simply put the “Gen” in front 
of “Tilman” and it stuck. 

Now, here’s an interesting fact: David, an ancient Hebrew 
name meaning “beloved” is a common first name for reggae 
artists, for example, David “Ziggy” Marley, David “Rocky” 
Dawuni (Ghanaian reggae superstar) and David Brooks 
(otherwise known as dancehall superstar Mavado). The Biblical 
David was a righteous king, although not without fault, as well 
as an acclaimed warrior, musician and poet, and traditionally 
credited for composing many of the psalms contained in the 
Book of Psalms.

David “Dread” Hinds, lead singer, rhythm guitarist and 
songwriter for the Grammy-winning reggae band Steel Pulse, 
earned his stage name because of his towering dreadlock and 
his revolutionary stance.

“In the earlier years of 
Handsworth Revolution, the 
name given to me by the band 
members was Goose Neck,” 
said Hinds. “This was due to 
my extremely slender frame 
and neck, especially when I 
wore my baseball cap that 
had an exceptionally long 
brim. By now you should 
be able to imagine what a 
silhouette of me would look 
like back then.

“Once we started touring 
internationally, the entire 
band took on a different persona. By then, my dreadlocks 
that were literally growing upwards into one piece became a 
major conversational point, especially to our newly introduced 
American fans. At that time so many different names were 
thrown in my direction; names like: King Dread, Lionheart, 
Congo Knots, Natty and The Pulse, just to name a few.

“With the exchange of different band members, Goose 
Neck quickly became a blast from the past and in passing 
conversations I was often referred to as The Dread,” said Hinds, 
“and so because of that, and not having the need to change 
my first name (because it was already a biblical name), I just 
continued to refer to myself as David Dread.”

David “Rocky” Dawuni, who has been referred to as the 
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Bob Marley of Ghana, also gained validation in the African-
American community this year when his latest CD Hymns for the 
Rebel Soul was nominated for a prestigious NAACP (National 
Association for the Advancement of Colored People) Image 
Award for Best World Music Album. Dawuni, whose late father 
was a chief, comes from the Konkomba tribe of Ghana’s northern 
region, and his surname translates to “son of God.” 

“My name Rocky was adopted along the way,” said Dawuni. 
“To me, it depicts a rock, something that abides forever, something 
enduring, immovable, non-changing. I have always strived to use 
my music as a means to spread awareness of God; awareness 
of consciousness. I’ve also strive to use it as a means to spread 
peace and togetherness among people.” 

Reggae/soul singer Makedah Levi aka Queen Makedah is 
originally from Kansas City, and moving to Israel contributed 
to her spiritual growth. Queen Makedah is promoting her new 
collection of songs, Spiritual Healing. Her stage name is derived 
from an ancient queen. 

“I took on the name of Queen Makedah after an elder and 
prophet (Nabi Melchizedek) in Israel shared a spiritual revelation 
with me, saying I had the spirit of the ancient Queen of Sheba, 
whose spirit was prophesied about in the New Covenant to rise 
again in the last days,” said Levi. 

“The name Makedah (or Makeda, also known as Bilqis) was 
the name of the famed Queen of Sheba, written about in the 

Bible, Kebra Negast, Quran 
and Book of Josephus, to 
name a few. Makedah, born 
to a Yemenite father and an 
Ethiopian mother, was chosen 
above her brothers to rule 
over the Kingdom of Sheba 
(Saba), which spanned 
Ethiopia, Yemen and Egypt.”

DJ/singer/songwriter/
producer Prezident Brown was 
born Fitz Albert Cotterell in the 
hills of Clarendon, Jamaica. 
His mother called him Junior Ranking because he would grab the 
microphone and chant at schoolyard and country dances.

“Veteran DJ Nicodemus (R.I.P) called me Slim Brown because 
as a teenager I looked and sounded very much like U Brown,” 
he said. “Producer and sound system owner Jack Ruby gave the 
title Prezident in Ocho Rios when I worked as resident emcee 
around his sound.”

If you mentioned the name Orville Richard Burrell, most 
likely, people would not know who you were talking about. 
Grammy-winning reggae-crossover sensation Shaggy took his 
stage name from a shaggy-haired character on the TV cartoon 
series Scooby Doo. 

Queen Makedah by Shelah Moody
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However, when Shaggy, who rose to fame with hits such 
as “Oh Carolina,” “Mr. Boombastic,” “It Wasn’t Me” and “Mr. 
Lova” (featuring Janet Jackson), went to Europe, he found that the 
term “shag” is a British term for having sex, which fit perfectly 
with Shaggy’s appeal to women and teasing stage persona. 

Orville – now that’s a 
name you don’t expect to 
hear twice on the reggae 
scene. Da’Ville aka Orville 
Thomas is a smooth romantic 
vocalist who is known for 
hits such as “Can’t Get 
Over You,” “On My Mind” 
(featuring Sean Paul) and 
“All My Life” (featuring 
Marcia Griffiths). Da’Ville is 
currently working on a new 
album on his record label, 
Fashozy, Inc. His latest single 
is the dancehall/lover’s rock 
flavored “Dem Would a Love 
It” and the soulful “When I’m 
With You.” 

“I had just gotten out of a group called ARP (A Raw Perspective), 
and about to start my solo career,” said Da’Ville. “Finding a new 
stage name was so difficult and I must have written down so 
many and just couldn’t choose. I needed a name that fit my style 
of music and catchy, easy to remember. I eventually gave up and 
just decided to use something close to my first name, and that’s 
how I came up with D’Ville. You would not believe that after I 
released my first song under that name, I found out that most 
European women pronounced my name real sexy but it sounded 
like DeVil. I had to change it quick and added an ’a’ to make it 
what it is today – Da’Ville.” 

Fitzroy “Bunny” 
Simpson, Donald 
“Tabby Shaw” 
and Lloyd “Judge” 
Ferguson – the 
legendary harmony 
trio known as the 
Mighty Diamonds, 
have been singing 
together for more 
than 40 years, 
churning out reggae classics such as “Right Time,” “Pass 
the Kutchie,” “Shame and Pride,” “Africa,” “I Need a 
Roof,” to name a few. As the story goes, the group’s name, 
Diamonds, was given to them by Tabby’s mother, Gloria. 
They earned the qualifier “Mighty” in the studio while 
recording with Jamaica’s top producers. The members often 
use their stage names, Bunny Diamond, Tabby Diamond 
and Judge Diamond, when con ducting interviews and 
signing autographs. 

As a child, Tabby Diamond, known for his trademark ebullient 
tenor, was often left in the care of his aunt, who was a dressmaker. 
His family gave him the name Tabby because the toddler seemed 
to move with catlike grace and speed, always showing up in 
unexpected places.

Lloyd “Judge” Ferguson could have taken the stage name 
Fergie, like the female singer with the Black Eyed Peas. Judge 
was a nickname he got as a kid because he rarely smiled; 
people would always tell him he was a serious as a judge. As 
the lead songwriter of the Mighty Diamonds, Judge is used as 
a term of respect, because he wrote many of the Diamonds’s 
classics “Them Never Love Poor Marcus,” “Natural Natty,” 
“Africa,” “4000 Years” and more. He and Bunny Diamond are 
also known for taking charge of the group’s business affairs. And 
yes, he still looks serious on stage, but off stage he is jovial and 
a gentleman.

Bunny was a pet name Fitzroy Simpson’s mother gave him 
during his kindergarten years. He probably got it because he is 
compact and agile, like a bunny – even on stage today, like when 
he does his deejay rap on one of the Diamond’s most famous 
songs, “Pass the Kutchie.” Bunny is also a chief songwriter for 
the Mighty Diamonds. The Mighty Diamonds are excited about 
their summer tour and their new single, “Back A Wall,” recorded 
in Kingston. 

The Mighty Diamonds’ 
music has influenced a 
generation of reggae artists 
including Tabby’s nephew, 
Wilburn “Squidly” Cole, 
an established drummer 
who has toured with 
Mutabaruka, Sizzla, Ziggy 
and Stephen Marley, and 
Rootz Underground, to name 
a few. Cole is establishing 
himself as a top producer 
with the release of his latest 
album, Blood Kube. As a 
child prodigy on the drums, 
he earned his nickname and 
stage name from veteran 
reggae artist Tristan Palmer. 
“Because I played drums as an 
11-year-old, I was mimicked 
as the cartoon octopus called 
Squiddly Diddlly,” said Cole. “They claim I played like I had four 
arms, four legs.”

The origins of a name can tell us so much about an artist’s 
personality and mission. We hope you’ve enjoyed these 
accounts, and maybe learned something new about some of 
your favorite performers. Perhaps this has uncovered some of 
“what’s in a name.”   
Shelah Moody is an award-winning writer living in San Francisco. She can 
be reached at: afrosolopublicity@gmail.com.
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